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Foreword
“Langgjend it Hjoed yn Sits™

| first got to know Michiel Zuidervaart’'swork in 2004, when he gave an exhibition at the
Museum Willem van Haren in Heerenveen. “Autographics’, as the exhibition wastitled, gave a
good impression of his versatility. Zuidervaart employs a range of techniques. he draws, paints
and makes graphicsand spatial works. His choice of theme varies widely too. His oeuvre
comprises self-portraits, landscapes and nudes, but surprising objects such as chairs and rhinos too
have inspired him to produce original designs. Thetitle of the exhibition was a playful reference
to aseries of screen printsinspired by ajourney he took by car from Bredevoort, where he lives,
to Friedand: images along the route, seen through the car window, details en route, blurred forms
on the horizon, the wide expanse of the Frisan landscape. In short, his experience of the journey,
trandated into well-chosen symbols, planes, colours and movements.

Thinking of these “Autographics’ made me realise that Michiel Zuidervaart was exactly the right
artist for the COFRA commission. The brief noted the client’sdedre to draw inspiration from
history, the journey Clemens and August made in 1841 to Sneek, the town where it al began. But
also that the present too should play arole, in the form of the concept of “United Unique”.
Michiel Zuidervaart has succeeded in executing the path from commission to artwork with huge
commitment and dedication.

“Langgjend it Hjoad yn Shits” represents the journey the artist made to Sneek, ajourney of
discovery through the town, on hisway to hisfinal detination: C&A’s shop window. Six self-
contained compositions, united in asingle narrative. A colourful range of expressive fragmentary
images which refer to the past but also to the dynamism of the present. In the style so
characteristic of Zuidervaart, abstract collages of colour planes are connected by black sketches
and transformed into recognisable impressions. The black sketches lend the image a certain
refinement and enhance the colour intensity of the forms. The predominant verticality is
deliberate: it symbolises the journey through the country to Sneek. The faint diagonals give the
compositions a degree of movement and spontaneity.

Though much is already revealed in the poetic Frisian title of the work, the English titles give the
separate images an added dimension and are, moreover, areference to COFRA Holding’s
international character.

In thiswork, Michiel Zuidervaart chose to use atechnique of which he is a master: screen
printing. This technique allows him to translate convincingly COFRA’sbrief into images which
retain his personal signature.

Regardless of their format, each of the screen printsin the seriesis a complete and unique work in
itself. The underlying coherence enhances the intrinsic meaning of the work.

Frédérique van der Palm
Curator
Museum Willem van Haren, Heerenveen, The Netherlands

1 Yearning for the Present in Sheek.



The genesis of an idea

In essence, the way Michiel worksissimple. It takes visual redity asits starting point. He sees or
remembers something which interests him. Then he getsto work, and the process takes over. To a
great extent, technique and material determine the end result.

After absorbing COFRA’svisual abstract brief and analysing the websites of its group companies,
Michiel made a journey to and through Sneek. In the footsteps of Clemens and August he
collected visual images of Sneek, photographing some of them.

-,

| =
|
x

Kt gebioederstraat

Map showing the route Michiel took through Sneek

The series of six works is based on these images of Sneek. They comprise a series which combined
the artis’simage of the “journey” taken by the company and the concept of “United Unique”.
The screen print technique requires the images to be dissected, asit were. The artist creates a new
reality. Rhythm of visua reality.






